I. Introduction
International nonproliferation and counter-proliferation strategies cannot be considered in isolation from the national strategies of the participating states. The United States has developed a system of interlocking national, homeland and maritime security strategy documents * The views expressed are the author's alone and are not to be construed as reflecting the official views of the U.S. Navy or any other branch of the United States government. The closing date for research on this contribution was June 1, 2006. U.N. Security Council Resolution 1718, which imposed sanctions on North Korea, was not issued by the council until october 14, 2006 and is not included as a part of this chapter, nor are Resolutions 1696 (2006), 1737 (2006), 1747 (2007), and 1803 (2008) directed at Iran. craig h. allen which serve as the basis for its participation in the global proliferation security regime.
1 Accordingly, this chapter begins with an outline of the national security strategies of the United States to serve as a background for the contributions of others on the legal, informational and operational issues surrounding maritime counter-proliferation operations. Each of the U.S. security strategy documents acknowledges the threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and seeks to keep such weapons, their delivery systems and related materials out of the reach of rogue regimes and terrorists.
2 Although some sections of the national strategy documents are classified, many of the provisions applicable to counter-terrorism and proliferation issues are in unclassified sections.
II. National Security Strategy of the United States
National security can be defined as the absence of threat to the nation's principal values. In modern usage, it embraces not only physical security and territorial integrity, but also information security, cybersecurity, environmental security and minimum levels of nutrition and public health. The risks to America's security in the present era may be divided into four threats, 3 starting with the great Power rivals, such as China, some of whose military officers have advocated a strat-1 "Strategy" refers to the art and science of developing and employing instruments of national power in a synchronized and integrated fashion to achieve theater, national, and/or multinational objectives. It is distinguished from "doctrine," which refers to the fundamental principles by which the military forces or elements thereof guide their actions in support of national objectives. 
